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MEDIA ADVISORY 
 

WBN Raises Gala Fundraising Goal in Response to  
Increased Need from Women and Children in Crisis 

 
Representatives of Women’s Business Network and YWCA Peterborough Haliburton  

available for commentary 
 
Tuesday, November 22, 2016, Peterborough, Ontario 

 
The Women’s Business Network of Peterborough (WBN) has committed to raising $20,000 at its 2016 Holiday 
Gala and Auction on Wednesday, December 7, from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Holiday Inn Waterfront.  
 
The WBN Gala raises funds in support of the YWCA’s Crossroads Shelter. The $5,000 increase over the 
2015 goal is a response to the urgent need for support of women and children escaping situations of 
violence and abuse. Last year was the busiest on record for the YWCA, and this year is shaping up to 
be even busier. 
 
For women and children fleeing violence, YWCA Crossroads Shelter is essential. Without this emergency 
housing, it would be impossible for the hundreds of women and children they serve each year to escape their 
abusers, let alone begin to heal and rebuild their lives. 
 
But Crossroads Shelter is part of a much bigger picture. YWCA Peterborough Haliburton invests in both safety 
and nourishment to help women and their children step away from poverty and build brighter futures. Their food 
programs are rooted in three key ingredients: health, inclusion and fairness. This begins when their Nutritional 
Well-Being educator teaches a woman at the shelter to cook wholesome ingredients in ways that keep costs 
low and improve her family’s health; and it continues as women create new lives within the community long 
after they have left the shelter.  
 
Last year, 26,331 meals were prepared and served to women and children living at YWCA Crossroads and with 
both increasing food costs and increased occupancy at the shelter, the costs to provide these meals is 
expected to be higher this year. 
 
Members of the community can help support the WBN’s fundraising efforts on behalf of the YWCA by 
donating items, gift cards, or services to the Gala Live and Silent Auction to support Crossroads 
Shelter.  
 
Donations will be accepted at the YWCA office at 216 Simcoe Street until Tuesday, December 6.  
 
Registration for the Gala is open until Friday, December 2, at 12:00 noon, and costs $40.00 for guests (free for 
WBN members). Guests may register online at womensbusinessnetwork.net. 
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To book interviews with the WBN or YWCA about the Gala fundraising, please contact: 
Paula Kehoe, External Communications Director, WBN  

publicity@womensbusinessnetwork.net or 647-637-8969 
Jen Cureton, Director, Philanthropy & Communications, YWCA Peterborough  

jcureton@ywcapeterborough.org or 705-743-3526 x 130 
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