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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
WBN Launches 56th Season with New Networking and Business Growth Opportunities 

Barb Stegemann, award-winning entrepreneur, author and “top game changer” in the history of CBC’s 
Dragon’s Den to keynote the evening’s event. 

 
PETERBOROUGH, ON – Wednesday, September 7, 2016 

The Women’s Business Network of Peterborough (WBN) will kick off their 56th season with their first 
meeting on Wednesday, September 14 beginning at 5:30 p.m. at the Holiday Inn Waterfront–
Peterborough.  

Over 140 professional women, including new and seasoned members will gather to start their year’s 
activities and celebrate the ongoing mission of the WBN: To promote and support women in business 
through professional and personal growth opportunities. 

Barb Stegemann, award-winning entrepreneur, author and the 
“top game changer” in the history of CBC’s Dragon’s Den will 
keynote the event, speaking on the topic “Waking up to your 
purpose.” Barb will draw from her best-selling book, The 7 
Virtues of a Philosopher Queen, to share how the daily 
practice of the virtues – from wonder and moderation to truth 
and courage – can help you reconnect with your inner 
compass in living and leading with purpose and joy.   

Stegemann is the founder of The 7 Virtues fragrance 
collection, a popular and innovative line of perfumes. The 
basic materials for The 7 Virtues products come from 
countries which have significant economic and social 
challenges. Her business is dedicated to improving the lives of 
people in places like Afghanistan, Haiti and the Middle East. 

“I first heard Barb speak just after she launched The 7 Virtues 
and was incredibly impressed by her passion, conviction, and 
ability to connect with an audience,” says Louise Racine, WBN 
Program Director. “I can guarantee our members and guests 
will leave feeling inspired by her example of building a 
business while making a difference.” 

From September to June, the WBN will host a full slate of varied events for attendees to expand their 
business acumen, their business network and tap into their sense of fun, including an interactive 
networking workshop with actress Linda Kash; a millennial panel offering insights about doing business 
in today’s fast-paced world; thought-provoking talk on embracing change and growth by local author Ann 
Douglas; the annual Christmas Gala and Auction, and much more. 

 

Barb Stegemann 
www.barbstegemann.com 

Ms. Stegemann can be available for 
media interviews and photo ops 

between 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. To 
request an interview, please contact 

publicity@womensbusinessnetwork.net 



 

PO Box 1693, Peterborough, Ontario K9J 7S4 
www.womensbusinessnetwork.net 

Promoting and supporting women in business through professional and personal growth opportunities. 

The group’s overall theme this year – use your power, work with purpose, and enjoy the present – is 
intended to reflect the membership’s comments and suggestions gathered over the last year to build this 
year’s line-up of events.  

“Each of our meetings, speakers and workshops will be tied in with components of our theme, but we will 
balance the depth of the topics with some light-hearted entertainment,” says Mary McGee, president of 
the WBN and CEO of Little Lake Cemetery Co. and Highland Park Funeral Centre.  

The evening will also feature the WBN’s trademark networking and social hour with exhibitor tables, 
followed by a plated dinner. Members have the chance to share positive experiences about fellow 
businesses and community members during Twoonie Testimonials, as well as opportunities to promote 
exciting events and programs with each Door Prize. 

Registration is open until Friday, September 9, 2016 at 12:00 noon, and costs $40.00 for guests. 
Guests may register online at www.womensbusinessnetwork.net.  

WBN memberships are available to purchase at www.womensbusinessnetwork.net/membership. 

Sponsorship opportunities are available by contacting director@womensbusinessnetwork.net. 

WBN speaker line-up for 2016-2017 season 

September 14 Barb Stegemann – Waking Up to our Purpose 
October 5 Ann Douglas – The Courage to Change 
November 2 Linda Kash – Interactive Networking 
December 7 Holiday Gala & YWCA Auction 
January 11 Panel Featuring Local Politicians – Women in Politics 
February 1  Member Trade Show & Workshops 
March 1 Michele Bailey – Reach for the Stars 
April 5 Fay Chapple – Make It Happen 
May 3 Panel of Young Professionals – What Businesses Need to Know 
June 7 WBN End of Season Celebration 

 
About the WBN 
The Women’s Business Network of Peterborough is a networking channel for women who wish to 
enhance and expand their business contacts and grow their businesses. Formed in 1961 as the 
Peterborough Chapter of the Canadian Advertising and Sales Association, the network has evolved into 
a dynamic and growing membership of women with diverse backgrounds and careers who meet to share 
their knowledge and experience and promote their businesses. From September to June, a diverse 
program of learning, sharing, and socializing is provided for members. Guest speakers, trade shows, 
special events, and gala socials make the WBN the premier network for women in the Kawarthas and 
surrounding areas. For more information, please visit www.womensbusinessnetwork.net, or connect with 
us on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram. 
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For further information or for media queries, please contact: 
Paula Kehoe, Director, External Communications 
publicity@womensbusinessnetwork.net 


